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THURSDAY, 23 APRIL 2020  

 

 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE WESTERN CAPE PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT  

 

[Virtual  onl ine s i t t ing held through Microsoft  Teams ]  

 

The House met  at  14 :15 .  

  

The Speaker took the Chair .  

 

The SPEAKER: Hon members ,  thank you very much and welcome to the  

f i rs t  vi r tual  s i t t ing of  the House and  thank you for  your indulgence and I  

am sure we are  learning and one of  the lessons is  that  i t  i s  one of  the  

things that  we wil l  do even post  the Covid -19 disaster  period.   Now let  us 

pray.   

 

The Speaker read the prayer.  

 

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE 

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you hon members .   You are al ready seated.   I am 

going to  at  this  s tage read some opening remarks for  us  to  understand what  

the provis ions are ,  set  out  by the Speaker ,  in  order  to  enable  us  to  perform 

our dut ies  as  hon members  and I t rust  that  everybody has  been connected 
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to  part icipate in  this  his toric f i rs t  si t t ing of  the Western Cape Provincial  

Parl iament  in  terms of  Rule 1A of  the Standing Rules ,  wi th al l  our  

members  in  remote at tendance by elect ronic means.    

 

S ince the announcement  by the President ,  Cyri l  Matamela Ramaphosa,  of  

the measures  to  contain the Covid -19 pandemic ,  the WCPP has been  ful ly 

operat ional  with the  members  doing their  const i tuency work,  to  ass is t  the  

general  publ ic in  whatever  way possib le,  as  wel l  as  our  commit tees  playing 

their  oversight  role in  an effect ive,  eff icient  and t ransparent  manner.    

 

Our s i t t ing today would be conducted in  terms of  the  Standing Rules  and 

Direct ives  issued by me on 17  Apri l  2020.   Hon members ,  al low me to 

highl ight  some of  the important  direct ives  in  this  regard.   

 

The Secretary and  his  administ rat ion wil l  ensure dedicated technical  

support  at  al l  t imes during this  s i t t ing.  The quorum requirements  for  the 

s i t t ing of  the Hou se are as  provided  for  in  the Const i t ut ion and the 

Standing Rules .   Unless  there  is  an  indicat ion of  unanimous concurrence,  

vot ing wil l  take place by members  present  and ent i t led to  vote in  order  to  

cast  their  votes  by clearly ident i fying themselves  to  the  Presiding Officer .  

They would do so verbal ly expressing their  votes .   

 

Members  who are present  have al l  the privi leges  and immunit ies  imparted 

by the law.   This  is  the House  of  Parl iament .   Members  who are considered  

to  be out  of  order  by the Presiding Of ficer  –  myself  in  this  case –  that  
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would then mean that  the ir  microphones wil l  be muted  and they wil l  be 

cal led to  order .   

 

At tendance of  members  wil l  be recorded  by the Ser jeant-at -arms.   

 

In  instances  where these direct ives  do not  cover a  part icular  event ual i t y,  

the Standing Rules  wil l  appl y.   In  instances  where the Rules  cannot  be 

appl ied,  the rul ing by the Presiding Officer  is  f inal .   

 

Hon members ,  al l  microphones have been muted.  You are requested to  only 

unmute your microphone when you intend to  raise  a  point  of  order  in  terms 

of  the Standing Rules .  You should then f i rs t  s tate your name and your  

surname in order  for  the Presiding Officer  to  recognise you.   When you 

speak,  please  ensure that  your microphone is  unmuted,  and when you are  

of  course done speaking,  please  mute your  microphone i n  order  to  al low 

other  members  to  speak.    

 

Hon members ,  I have invi ted the media,  and I am hoping that  the work of 

the media wil l  be made easier  by them having access  to  this  Microsoft  

Teams meet ing as  guests  of  the Wester n Cape Provincial  Parl iament .  

Members  of  the press  may however not  use the chat  room, speak or  

act ivate their  cameras  while s i t t ing in  the gal lery because this  is  a  s i t t ing 

of  Parl iament  in  session,  as  we would do as  i f  we were physical ly in  the  

House in  the WCPP in Wale Street .   
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For the  purpose of  this  s i t t ing ,  and as  this  is  our f i rs t  s i t t ing of  the  House 

via Microsoft  Teams,  I am request ing that  hon members  be sensi t ive to 

language because we at  this  s tage  do not  have interpretat ion services  as  we 

would otherwise have,  and that  members  at  least  al low us at  this  s tage to  

use one language that  we can al l  use to  communicate.   

 

The Secretary wil l  explore opt ions for  t ranslat ions for  the future so that  

the s i t t ings of  the House cont inue as  per  normal  in  te rms  of  the language 

that  we use,  and  we do apologise in  this  regard and I do hope that  members 

have forgiven me.   

 

At  this  point ,  hon members ,  I wish to  welcome you and wish you the best  

of  luck with the s i t t ing and  say to  al l  of  us  the new normal  has  ar r i ved and 

I hope that  we are a l l  able to  embrace i t  and move on with the t imes.    

 

Thank you very much,  hon members .   I  now recognise the Chief  Whip.   

 

The CHIEF WHIP (DA):  Thank you Mr Speaker,  I  move without  not ice:  

 

That  notwithstanding the provis ions of  the relevant  Standing 

Rules ,  Quest ions to  the Premier  without  Not ice and  Members ’  

S tatements ,  that  being the only scheduled business  of  the House,  

wi l l  take precedence on Thursday,  23 Apri l  2020.   I so move.  

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you hon Chief  Whip.  Are there any members  who 
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wish to  object  to  the motion by the Chief  Whip?   No object ions?  Agreed 

to .   

 

Hon Chief  Whip,  I recognise you.   

 

The CHIEF WHIP (DA):  Thank you Mr Speaker,  I  move without  not ice:  

 

That  the House ra t i f ies  the decis ion by the Speaker for  the  

establ ishment  of  the Ad Hoc Commit tee,  announced on 14  Apri l  

2020,  as  contemplated in  Rule 119(2)  of  the Standing Rules .  I  so 

move.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you very much,  hon,  the Chief  Whip.    

 

Hon members ,  are  there any object ions to  the Chief  Whip having read the 

motion?  No object ions?  Thank you,  hon members ,  the motion is  carr ied.  

Thank you,  Chief  Whip.   

 

Hon members ,  I  would l ike you to [ Interject ion.]   

 

Mr R D MACKENZIE:  Hon Speaker,  may I address  you quickly?   

 

The SPEAKER:  Of course,  is  that  hon memb er Mackenzie?   

 

Mr R D MACKENZIE:  Yes ,  hon Speaker.  I  have just  received  a Tweet  
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from a journal is t . . .  [ Interject ion.]   

 

The SPEAKER:  I recognise you.   

 

Mr R D MACKENZIE:  Thank you.  I  have just  received  a Tweet  from a 

journal is t  saying the l ink Parl iament  sent  them to join MS Teams is  not 

working and i f  we can urgent ly address  the mat ter ,  please.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon member Mackenzie.  That  mat ter  wil l  be 

at tended to by the adminis t rat ion.  Our technical  team is  on s tandby.  They 

are going to  help them now. Apologies  to  the media for  that .  I think on 

that  point  …  [ Interject ion.]   

 

The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION: Hon Speaker,  on a point  

of  order .   

 

The SPEAKER:  Yes,  hon member.  Wil l  you please ident i fy yourself?   

 

The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION: It  i s  member Dugmore,  

hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Yes,  s i r ,  yes ,  hon,  the Leader of  the Opposi t ion.   

 

The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION: Thank you very much, 

hon Speaker.  Speaker,  could I ask you to consider ,  in  the l ight  of  hon 
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member Mackenzie ’s  request ,  that  we actual ly do not  fo rmal ly s tar t  unt i l  

there is  a  l ink-up.   I  think there is  a  lot  of  interest  in  this  f i rs t  session and  

i f  we s imply proceed and the publ ic and the media are  not  able to  fol low –  

I  am not  sure  what  the problem is ,  i f  i t  i s  the YouTube l ink which is  the 

problem, or  i f  there are journal is ts  who are t rying to  get  onto the  

Microsoft ,  so i f  you  could clar i fy that .   I  am just  –  my main interest  is  the  

members  of  the publ ic so i f  the YouTube is  working then  obviously you 

would use  your discret ion to  make a  decis ion b ut  I  think i t  would be a pi ty 

i f  anyone was excluded and we s imply proceeded.   I  so move,  hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Okay,  thank you honourable,  the Leader of  the Opposi t ion. 

I  do  not  know why the l ink on YouTube is  no t  working,  but  the members  of  

the media. . .  [ Interject ion.]   

 

Mr R D MACKENZIE:  It  i s  the l ink on YouTube –  sorry,  hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Please take your seat ,  hon member Mackenzie,  let  me 

proceed.   

 

Mr R D MACKENZIE:  Okay.   

 

The SPEAKER:  I wi l l  recognise you short ly.  I  am just  responding on the  

point  raised by hon Dugmore.  There are two invi tes .  One is  through the 

open one on YouTube so that  al l  members  of  the publ ic have access  to  

what  we are doing here in  the House.    
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The second one was  to  ex tend  an invi ta t ion to  accommodate the media  as  

guests ,  as  we would otherwise do here in  the gal lery in  the House so both 

of  those should be working,  so I just  want  to  get  the feedback f rom the IT 

Team why any of  those is  not  funct ional ,  as  i t  should.  Can I ge t  an 

indicat ion that  al l  members  are in  the House?   

 

I  am sure,  I  am sure.  I  am here  now,  I see now that  hon  member Dugmore  

is  saying that  i t  i s  working.  Now I recognise hon member Mackenzie.   

 

Mr R D MACKENZIE:  Thank you hon Speaker.  It  i s  not  the l ink on 

YouTube,  YouTube is  working;  the l ink  f or  members  of  the  media to  join 

MS Teams –  that  is  the one that  is  not  working.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you very much,  hon member Mackenz ie.  The IT wil l  

at tend to  that  but  members  of  the media for  now can fol low the Y ouTube 

whils t  they are t rying to  connect .    

 

May we please proceed.  Are we al l  ready?   

 

Mr P MARRAN: Hon Speaker,  on a point  of  correct ion.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Yes Sir ,  who is  that?   

 

Mr P MARRAN: Hon Marran.   
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The SPEAKER:  Hon Marran,  I  recognise  you,  Sir .   

 

Mr P MARRAN: Hon Speaker,  just  one correct i on.  It  i s  not  the Leader of  

the Opposi t ion;  i t  i s  Leader of  the Offic ial  Opposi t ion.  [Laughter . ]   

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:  Frivolous!   

 

The SPEAKER:  [Laughter . ]  Thank you very much,  hon member Marran.  

We can rewri te  the Ru les  of  the Western Cape Provincial  Parl iame nt .  

Current ly they say Leader of  the Opposi t ion,  but  I would l ike to  recognise 

the hon member Dugmore as  the Leader of  the Official  Opposi t ion.  I have 

no qualms with that .  In  fact ,  I  o rdinari l y cal l  him that ,  but  t hank you,  s i r .   

 

Mr P MARRAN: Thank you,  S peaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  That  point  has been carr ied,  no problem. May we please 

proceed?  We have the next  order ,  which in  this  case  we have the quest ions 

to  the honourable the Premier  without  not ice in  terms of  Rule  202.  I  would 

l ike to  recognise  …  [ Interjec t ion.]    

 

Hon members ,  I  am just  going to  read  the l is t  of  the members  who wil l  

part icipate in  asking the quest ions to  the Premier ,  but  I  want  to  make this 

r ider .  We have 20 minutes  to  ask quest ions to  the Pre mier  and I have seven 

members  –  two,  four,  s ix  members  that  would l ike to  ask quest ions and i t  

i s  hon Sayed,  hon Botha,  hon Bosman,  hon Herron,  hon Dugmore  and hon 
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Marais .   

 

As we al l  know in these 20 minutes  i t  i s  also important  that  the Premier  

gets  the opportuni ty to  respond to each member that  is  a sking the  quest ion.  

So i t  i s  up to  the f i rs t  members  to  help the Premier  in  ensuring that  at  least  

he is  able to  respond,  but  also as  many members  are ab le to  ask their 

quest ion,  so I am asking that  we please  be ci rcumspect  of  t ime and not  to 

ask a quest ion and belabour the  point  that  you  want  to  rai se.   Just  be as  

prompt  and concise as  possible.   

 

Thank you very much.  I now recognise hon Sayed.  

 

QUESTIONS TO THE PREMIER WITHOUT NOTICE  

 

The SPEAKER:  Hon Sayed?  [No audible reply.]   Why is  hon Sayed unable  

to  join?   

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Oh no,  sorry,  do  you hear  me,  

Speaker?   

 

The SPEAKER:  Yes,  you are l ive,  s i r .   

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Okay,  thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you very much,  hon Sayed.   
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The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Thank you very much,  hon Speaker.  

Can the hon Premier  perhaps shed more l ight  on the construct ive role 

played by the  Opposi t ion part ies  in  the  Western Cape and what  i t  entai ls  

during this  period of  Covid –19?  [ Interject ion.]   

 

The SPEAKER: Thank you hon Sayed.   Hon Premie r ,  I  recognise you,  s i r .   

 

The PREMIER: Thank you very much,  hon Speaker,  and congratulat ions 

f i rs t  of  al l  on this f i rs t  e –Parl iament .   I think i t  i s  real ly great  news and  

thank you very much to the hon Sa yed for  the quest ion.   

 

I  think obviously th is  Covid–19 virus  that  we are deal ing with across  the 

world and in  this  country,  is  something that  is  new to al l  of  us  and i t  

al lows for  the f i rs t  of  many,  many things.  I  must  say that  I think so far  

being involved in  this  pandemic from a Provincial  Government  po int  of 

view I have seen more spheres  of  Government  working together  than I had  

seen before and can  I also say that  I think between part ies  as  wel l .  I know 

that  r ight  in  the very beginning a fa i r  number of  cal ls  backwards and 

forwards from the hon Leader of  the Opposi t ion especial ly saying how do 

we get  access  to  l ink up to  our Joint  Operat ions Commands across  the 

province.    

 

I  think r ight  down to –  and unfortunate ly we could not  have i t  las t  nig ht ,  

but  the  Leader of  the Opposi t ion asked for  a  meet ing that  we have an  

update or  a  direct  meet ing between myself  and  the leaders  of  the  pol i t ical  
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part ies ,  and  of  course at  the end of  the day I think  part  of  this  virus  is  

something that  everyone is  cal l ing  for  everyone in  society to  play their  

role.  It  does  not  mat t er ,  you know,  whether  you are  in  government  or  in 

opposi t ion or  i t  i s  government  and civ i l  society,  NGOs,  we are al l  doing 

this  together .  We have al l  got  to  pul l  together  to  get  through this 

pandemic.  We know that  specif ical ly from the data put  on the tabl e by our  

medical  special is ts  and our medical  team that  we are going to  have a very 

tough t ime going forward and I think  the only way we are going to  get  

through this  is  i f  we f ind ways that  we can work together .   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Premier .  Hon S ayed,  do you have a  

fol low-up quest ion?  

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Yes ,  hon Speaker,  I  do  have a fol low -

up quest ion.  What  in  the Premier’s  experience then is  the resul t  of  this  

form of co-governance on determining pol icy and operat ional  mat ters ,  hon 

Speaker?  Thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Sayed.   I  recognise the hon Premier .   

 

The PREMIER: Thank you very much,  hon Speaker.  I think we must  be 

careful  not  to  cal l  the word co -governance,  because then we al l  take ful l  

responsibi l i ty for  everything.   I  think  obviously the Government  has  to  

take responsibi l i ty for  their  decis ions made so i t  i s  not  necessari ly co -

governance but  I  th ink i t  i s  about  how do we f ind ways in  which we can 
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tackle  issues  together ,  how do we f ind ways that  we perhaps do not  fol low 

the normal  adversary space,  because  we are al l  learning as  we are going.   

This  is  something that  is  not  a  perfect  science and you know i t  is  

something that  as  we move through our  –  I  think back to  our f i rs t  posi t ive 

case that  we had in  Khayel i tsha and I remember  there  were issues  raised,  

people t rying to  make sure that  we got  quarant ined for  the individual  who 

tes ted posi t ive  and  I think  at  the end  of  the day everyth ing worked out  

wel l ,  but  we also know that  we were working together  to  t ry and f ind the  

best  solut ions so  obviously we s t i l l  have to  take responsibi l i ty as  the 

Execut ive and as  Government  in  this  province but  we can  also defini tely 

f ind ways in  which  we can work together  to  f ind solut ions tha t  is  in  the 

best  interest  of  the publ ic of  this  pro vince.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Premier .  Thank you,  hon  Sayed.   I now 

recognise the hon member Botha.   

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:   Thank you very much,  hon Speaker.   My quest ion to  the 

Premier  –  Premier ,  there is  unprecedented s t rain on our heal thcare systems 

at  this  t ime.   In  terms of  ongoing medical  care such as  dis t r ibut ion of 

chronic medicat ion to  pat ients ,  what  are the cur rent  chal lenges  and how 

are these being deal t  wi th moving forward?  

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon member Botha.   I  now recognise the hon 

Premier .   
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The PREMIER: Thank you very much hon Speaker.   Obviously I think  

chronic meds was an issue that  was sort  of  pi cked by the  Department  of  

Heal th.  I  do not  have al l  the exact  s tats  and data on me but  w e have around  

700 000 chronic medical  pat ients  in  o ur province  and even before  we 

s tar ted the lockdown the Heal th Depar tment  s tar ted running programmes 

both with [ Inaudible . ]  –  I know that  they work with Uber.   I know that  

they were looking a t  som e other  del ivery mechanisms ,  even  the community 

heal th  workers  were del ivering chronic meds rather  than having to  

[ Inaudible] .   And then –  Deputy Speaker,  I think somebody’s  microphone 

i s  not  muted –  but  rather  than come to our heal th  faci l i t ies . . .  

[ Interject ion.]   

 

The SPEAKER:  Hon Premier ,  please take your seat .   Hon members ,  may I  

please request  that  those honourable  members ,  who are not  speaking,  

please switch off  your video.   Turn your video off ,  and also switch off  

your microphone by just  cl ic king on i t .   It  i s  going to  unmute,  which 

means we wil l  not  be able to  hear  you when you are making your  tea and  

coffee at  home.  May we please do that?   I do not  want  to  name the 

members  but  please  just  switch off  the  video so that  we do not  see your 

nice home there,  because you are going to  want  to  encourage us  to  go  and  

come for  coffee in  your household.    

 

May we please request  the Premier  to  proceed.  Premier ,  p lease proceed?   

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Hon Speaker,  can I raise a  point  of  
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order ,  Speaker?   

 

The SPEAKER:  Of course,  member.   

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Hon Speaker,  I  just  noted that  I  only 

asked one fol low-up quest ion.   I  am ent i t led to  two fol low-up quest ions,  

hon Speaker,  as  per  the Rules ,  so hon Speaker,  I  was wondering i f  –  I  

mean do I wai t  un t i l  the Premier  has  done responding or  can I do my 

fol low-up quest ion now, hon Speaker?   

 

The SPEAKER:  I thought  you were done,  hon member Sayed.   May we 

please request  the Premier  to  proceed  responding and then after  the hon 

Botha is  concluded then I am going to  ask you to ask that  quest ion –  a  

fol low-up quest ion.   

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Thank you,  hon Speaker .   

 

The SPEAKER:  You are  most  welcome ,  hon member Sayed.  Hon Premier ,  

please proceed.   

 

The PREMIER: Thank you very much,  Speaker,  so as  I said I do not  know,  

I do  not  think we got  to  al l  700  000.   I  think that  would have been  way too 

big a cal l  in  this  short  period of  t ime,  but  I do know tha t  many of  our 

chronic pat ients  were receiving their  meds and they were given  them a 

two-month supply,  so that  real ly helps  specif ical ly around the lockdown,  
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and I  also think what  is  going to  happen here is  innovat ion ,  and we are 

going to  f ind bet ter  ways of  get t ing meds to  people and I note that  in  the 

f i rs t  report  that  I  saw that  the  Heal th Depart ment  were looking specif ical ly 

at  our vulnerable communit ies  to  prot ect  them and this  is  one of  those 

programmes that  protects  the vulnerable co mmunity,  whether  you are aged 

or  you have lung d isorders ,  TB etcetera,  you would have been  our f i rs t  

protect ion,  so how do we get   your meds to  you so that  you do not  have to  

leave your home?   You know, this  is  real ly important  so that  we are  ready 

to protect  society.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Premier .   I now recognise hon Botha,  your  

f i rs t  fol low-up ques t ion.   

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:  Thank you very much,  hon Speaker.   Speaker,  through 

you to the Premier .   Hon Premier ,  how have the voluntee r  heal th  

professionals  supported with the pressure on the heal thcare  system during 

this  current  s tatus  or  cr is is ,  rather?   Thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Botha.   Hon Premier .   

 

The PREMIER: I  d id not  get  that ,  did you say volunteers  or  heal thcare  

professionals?   

 

The SPEAKER:  Hon Premier ,  please take your seat .   
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Ms L J  BOTHA:  Hon Premier ,  I  said,  vo lunteer  heal thcare profess ionals .   

 

The SPEAKER:  Hon Botha,  I  recognise you.   

 

The PREMIER: Oh,  okay.   

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:  Thank you,  hon Speaker.   Hon Pr emier ,  i f  I can just  put 

to  you the quest ion again –  how have volunteer  heal th  professionals  

supported with the  pressure  on the  heal thcare system during this  current  

cr is is  that  we are in?   

 

The SPEAKER: Thank you hon member Botha.   Hon Premier?   

 

The PREMIER: So obviously with the volunteers ,  and we have not  real ly 

s tar ted to  use our  volunteers ,  but  we have got  a  cal l -out  for  them.  We 

have wel l  over  a  thousand heal thcare volunteers  that  have al ready put  their  

names forward and  I think as  people  are s tar t i ng to  gather  from the  

informat ion that  our  Heal th Department  is  put t ing out  and our model lers  on  

our scenario-planning,  we obviously  are asking for  volunteers  to  come and 

help us ,  and we wi l l  be cal l i ng on their  services  as  we bui ld out  ex tra 

hospi tal  beds ,  as  we bui ld out  more capaci ty to  deal  with that  peak that  is  

going to  come in sort  of  July /  August ,  when we know that  we are goin g to  

need every s ingle person .  Then of  course i t  i s  also making sure  that  we 

have suff icient  medical  suppl ies  to  help pr otect  not  only our 14  000 heal th 

workers  but  also the volunteers  that  are added and we keep on monitoring 
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our s tocks,  you hear  i t  al l  around the world,  i t  i s  the PPE stocks that  are 

always under pressure,  and  i f  you do not  have an  adequate PPE yo u cannot  

protect  your front l ine and of  course when you are f ight ing a virus  l ike this 

heal thcare professionals ,  we need to  make sure that  they are  very wel l  

protected .  I  think as  Minis ter  Mbombo wil l  tel l  you or  Dr  Kei th Cloete,  the 

Head of  Department ,  i t  i s  something that  we real ly,  rea l ly are serious 

about .   As of  our las t  report  we had R44  mil l ion worth of  PPE in s tock and 

we have another  R185  mil l ion on order ,  so that  we are t rying to  s tay ahead  

of  the curve  and  prepare  for  what  we know is  coming at  us  and I think  that  

is  the whole reason  for  lockdown.   It  jus t  gives  us  that  opportuni ty to  get  

prepared.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Premier .   Hon  member Botha,  do you have 

a fol low-up quest ion?   

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:  Yes,  hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Okay.   

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:  Can I proceed?   

 

The SPEAKER:  Please proceed,  hon member Botha.   

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:  Hon Premier ,  any s ignif icant  s t rategies  and lessons t hat  

emerged from deal ing with the chal lenges in  response to  the Covi d-19 
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pandemic that  the Provincial  Government  wil l  be taking forward?   

 

The SPEAKER:  Hon Premier .   

 

The PREMIER: Thank you very much,  I  think one thing about  this virus  in 

South Africa,  we are lucky in a way because a lot  of  lessons are being 

learnt  on our  behalf  in  other  parts  of  the world so we defin i tely take that  

into the mix  when we are doing our work and I think also  being aware that  

obviously we are also a unique environment .  We know that  in  parts  of  the 

world i t  i s  the  elder ly that  are the  most  vulnerable.   Obviously our  elderly 

are,  but  we have a younger populat ion so that  probably gives  us  an 

advantage,  al though we are not  too sure –  the implicat ions of  the 

vulnerable in  our society,  specif ical ly those that  are HIV posi t ive or  have 

TB.  We know we have a large number of  TB pat ients  in  our region,  or  TB 

sufferers ,  any other  lung disorder ,  we do know that  that  does put  people 

defini tely on the  back foot ,  but  I  think  also we are l earning every s ingle 

day.   We are learn ing.  Our s t rategies  are changing as  we are  learning 

because  we can apply what  we are  seeing in  other  parts  of  the world but  

also our own current  work that  we are doing,  and so  I think  i t  i s  s t i l l  early 

days for  us ,  bu t  ja ,  I  think i t  i s  one of  those things that  we do have some 

advantages and I th ink we are also going to  be helping other  parts  of  the 

world with some of  the s tuff  that  we are  doing.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Premier .  I now recognise hon Sayed.   
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The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (ANC):  Thank you so much,  hon Speaker.  

Would the  Premier  concede that  he and  his  Government  are  bet ter  guided  

by taking the views and suggest ions of  the Opposi t ion part ies  on board,  as  

is  the case in  the co l lect ive response to  the Covid -19 cris is ,  than fol lowing 

a narrow party l ine  that  we have seen at  s ome s tage . . .  [ Interject ion  -  

laughter]  one group of  the party which the Nat ional  Parl iamentary Caucus 

Leadership had fol lowed,  and certain individuals  in  the Ci ty of  Cape Town 

had fol lowed. . .  [ Interject ion  -  laughter ] . . .but  would the Premier  t hen also 

ask mayors  in  municipal i t ies ,  for  example,  to  fol low the l ine that  he has  

been fol lowing because we must  commend the Premier  for  his  part icular  

approach  that  he has  been fol lowing i n  this  province regarding the cris is ,  

but  I think he needs  to  enco urage,  would he be encouraging his  MECs and 

mayors  in  dif ferent  municipal i t ies  to  follow the same l ine?   Thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you hon member Sayed.   I  recognise the hon 

Premier .   

 

Mr D SMITH: A point  of  order ,  Speaker ,  a  point  of  order ,  Speaker .  

 

The SPEAKER:  What  is  the point  of  order?  Who? Wil l  you  please ident i fy 

yourself ,  hon member?   

 

Mr D SMITH: Danvi l le  Smith speaking.    

 

The SPEAKER:  I recognise you,  hon member Smith.  What  is  your point  of 
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order?   

 

Mr D SMITH: Deputy Speaker,  whi le  the h on Sayed was speakin g,  we 

not iced that  the microphones of  members  were on,  whi le  you made the  

rul ing that  the microphones must  be off  and only switched on when a 

member has  a point  of  order .  Thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you hon member Smith.  That  is  a  v al id  point  of  

order  and thank you very much for  your ass is tance.  May I please request  

again. . .  [ Interject ion.]   

 

The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION: On a point  of  order ,  a  

further  point  o f  order .   

 

The SPEAKER:  No wai t ,  hon member,  I  am on the f loor.   

 

The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION: Okay.  

 

The SPEAKER:  May I please request  the hon members .  The Speaker  made 

the rul ing r ight  from the outset  that  we recognise the  Rules  as  set  out  by 

the Speaker,  that  when there is  a  member that  is  on the floor,  no mat ter  

how exci t ing the point  that  the member is  making,  please keep your 

microphone off  because we are  in  an  onl ine vir tual  plat form so i t  i s  not  as  

easy as  when you can make al l  those inter ject ions in  the House,  so let  us 

just  cooperate and I am going to  make that  suggest ion  humbly so.     
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Now I recognise hon Dugmore,  you have a  point  to  raise,  hon member,  the  

Leader of  the Oppos i t ion?    

 

The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION: Thank you very  much,  

hon Speaker.   My point  of  order  i s  that  in  regard  to  the  point  of  order  

raised b y the hon member Danvi l le  Smith where you have ruled,  I think the 

other  concern which I would request  you to rule on is  not  only was a 

part icular  hon member’s  microphone  on,  but  that  part icular  hon member 

actual ly laughed in a contemptuous manner when memb er  Sayed was t rying 

to  get  his  thi rd quest ion across ,  his  fol low -up quest ion,  so I think i t  i s  

completely against  the spir i t  of  what  we are t rying to  achieve here,  f i rs t ly 

as  you have ruled that  tha t  part icular  member had his  microphone on,  and  

then secondly,  you know, al l  of  us  could hear  this  contemptuous laughter ,  

almost  derisory laughter ,  which I think goes against  the very spir i t  wi th 

which you opened this  meet ing and in which the Premier  also 

congratulated the  Speaker  for  actual ly convening this ,  so I  would l ike you 

to please make a ru l ing also on the contemptuous derisory laughter  by a  

part icular  member who at  this  point  is  probably unident i f ied but  maybe 

they can  just  own up.   Maybe they can  actual ly say that  “I apologise for  

doing that .”   

 

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS: On a point  of 

order ,  hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you honourable,  the Leader of  the Official  
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Opposi t ion.  You are ass is t ing there.  I  would not  want  to  en tertain any 

other  point  of  order .   The Premier  is  on the f loor. . .  [ Interjec t ion.]   

 

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS: Can you 

recognise me,  hon Speaker?   

 

The SPEAKER:  . . .and he is  responding to  the quest ion by the member a nd 

we are doing an inju st ice to  hon member  Sayed and to the hon Premier ,  and  

most  impor tant ly to  the people of  the province.   

 

Let  us  please,  please cooperate and work together  achieving what  we 

sought  to  achieve here.  Hon Premier .   

 

The MINISTER OF TRANSP ORT AND PUBLIC WORKS: Hon Speaker,  

can you recognise me?  I am rais ing a point  of  order ,  please.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Is  that  on the same mat ter  or  a  dif ferent  point  of  order?   

 

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS: Yes,  yes ,  on the 

same mat ter?   

 

The SPEAKER: Alright ,  I  hope you  wi l l  forgive me,  the hon Leader of  

the. . .  Honourable,  the LOGB,  please come through hon LOGB, I recognise 

you.  

 



24 

 

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS: Hon Speaker,  

this  is  a  normal  s i t t ing of  Parl iament ,  even though i t  i s  happe ning under  

abnormal  condi t ions.  We cannot  then change the Rules  at  a  whim.  

Interject ions are al lowed in the House and we are in  the s i t t ing and  

therefore I do not  agree with any view that  the interject ions in  the normal  

s i t t ing,  even though the condi t ions  under which we are  convening this 

Parl iament  are different ,  so I think,  hon Speaker,  w e must  be careful  of  

making new rules  just  because the  manner in  which the  s i t t ing is  conducted 

is  not  the normal  way of  conduct ing the s i t t ing.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you  hon Minis ter  Madikizel a and  the Leader of  

Government  Business .  Unfortunately the Speak er had tabled a special  set  

of  Rules  in  terms of Rule 1 of  the Standing Rules ,  which obviously makes  

provis ion for  the vir tual  plat form, vir tual  meet ings l ike thi s ,  and that  has  

just  been adopted by the House where the Chief  Whip read the motion and 

the House adopted i t  unanimously,  just  to  reaff i rm the tabl ing of  the Rules ,  

which was done on the 8 th and then subsequent ly the terms of  reference on  

17 Apri l .  This  is  not  a  normal  House of  Parl iam ent  as  you have al ready 

indicated,  but  what  is  abnormal ,  what  is  normal  about  i t ,  i s  that  we are al l  

here as  members  of  Parl iament .  Unfortunately interject ions that  wi ll  

disrupt  this  plat form wil l  s imply lead to  col lapsing this  meet i ng so  your  

point  does not  carry and that  point ,  i f  we al low that  point ,  i t  wi l l  be 

tantamount  to  col lapsing this  meet ing and therefore we cannot  move on 

that ,  on those bases .   May I please proceed?   Hon Premier .   
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The PREMIER: Thank you very much,  hon Spea ker,  I  not ice those poi nts 

of  order  and I not ice the quest ion and I  must  say that  I  did  not  laugh,  but  I 

did smile,  because obviously there was  the l i t t le  s t ing in the tai l  about  the 

Nat ional  Assembly and the Opposi t ion there as  wel l  as  the  Ci ty of  Cape 

Town.  But  I also want  to  say that  obviously the l ine of  quest ioning from 

the hon member Sayed was about  how do we do this  together  and I think 

our Cabinet  and our  Government  has  been very serious on how do we get  

this  r ight  together ,  because i t  i s  every one of  our ’s  responsibi l i ty,  I  think, 

and what  real ly i l lust rates  i t  i s  going to  be our mod el l ing that  we put  on  

the table,  our  scenario planning that  says that  in  actual  fact  in  this  

province we are showing that  we have a 1000 beds of  our cr i t ical  care,  a  

1000 beds too few,  and our ICU beds we have 750 beds too few.    

 

Now we can make up the 10 00 beds,  in  actual  fact  we are going to  put  

1300 in to  play safe ,  but  we are not  able to  make up the 750 short fal l  and 

there is  only one way that  we are going to  make sure  that  we do no t  get  to  

that  space where people are going to  be l ining up wai t ing for  ICU beds,  

and that  is  that  we a l l  work together .   Al l  part ies ,  the  whole  of  society,  we 

have to  be the whole of  society taking this  on and of  course there wil l  be 

oversight  and there wi l l  be pol i t ics  here and there but  we have to  t ry and 

do i t  in  the most  construct ive way possible because  that  is  the only way 

that  we are going to  save l ives  when i t  gets  to  July /  August ,  end of  July,  

beginning of  Augus t ,  when we reach the p eak of  this  pandemic.  We will  

only save l ives  i f  we do i t  together  because we al l  hav e to  make sure  that  

we understand that  r isk and we are  going to  be  opening up some of  the 
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economy and i f  we see i t  s tar t ing to  get  away from us we are going to  have 

to  close i t  down again .  The one thing Minis ter  Mbombo and mysel f  –  the 

President ,  you can s ee the  narrat ive,  we wil l  hear  tonight  as  to  whether  we 

have or  how much competency we have to  make sure that  we can also s low 

down to protect  as  much as  possible  the syst em that  we have put  in  place.   

We have t ime to prepare for  i t  but  we also must  unders tand there are 

l imitat ions to  that  and we can only do i t  i f  we do i t  together .   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon Premier  and hon member Sayed and hon 

member Botha.   Now I reco gnise hon Bosman.   Hon,  the Leader of  the  

Opposi t ion,  wi l l  you please switch off  your  video?  

 

Mr G BOSMAN: Good afternoon,  hon  Speaker.  Good afternoon Premier  

and col leagues.  Speaker,  through you,  hon Premier ,  the  Covid -19 pandemic  

is  a  global  threat  not  j ust  to  food securi ty but  part icularly to  food securi ty 

for  vulnerable communit ies  inc luding chi ldren.   These chi ldren have 

previously rel ied on food feeding schemes.   Can you perhaps tel l  the 

House how many chi ldren have been fed in  the Western Cape throug h the 

operat ing feeding schemes during the Covid -19 cris is?   

   

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon member  Bosman.  I  recognise the Premier .   

 

The PREMIER: Thank you very much,  hon Speaker,  and to  the hon 

Bosman,  thank you for  that  quest ion.    Obviously we can see i t  now in the 

system that  food securi ty ,  as  we move further  and further  and deeper  in to 



27 

 

the lockdown period ,  is  becoming a  bigger and bigger issue.   It  i s  chi ldren,  

yes ,  but  chi ldren are  also seen in  our mix  as  part  of  the solut ion .   When we 

could see that  we were running into t rouble two weeks ago we very quickly 

react ivated our school  feeding schemes as  wel l  as  added to the Department  

of Social  Development’s  programmes ,  so at  the moment  we are  feeding 

through our ECD sys tem  50 000 to 60  000 chi ldren every  s ingle  day and 

we can feed up to  482  000 learners ,  nearly hal f  a  mil l ion learners  th rough 

our school  feeding schemes ,  so we react ivated  that .   We are  probably 

averaging only about  100  000 at  the moment  because many learners  are not  

able to  get  to  their  school  or  even  some schools  have not  managed to get  i t  

up and running yet ,  but  we are b usy rol l ing i t  out .    

 

I  think we are s i t t ing at  around about  300 schools  at  the moment  and  

obviously every s ingle t ime yo u run a  programme you have to  also take 

into considerat ion that  there  are r isks  and I know that  there has  been  fai r  

discussion at  a  na t ional  level  around food and specif ical ly for  the most  

vulnerable ,  and of  course we take chi ldren into that  space so i t  i s  learners  

and Early Chi ldhood Development  programmes that  we have,  as  wel l  as  our  

Cal l  Centre .  So, you know, that  is  where we are at ,  at  the moment .   We 

have also put  50  000 food parcels  into the system and the Social  

Development  Depar tment  is  in  t he lead ,  but  they are  tak ing al l  of  this  

together  and a report  should come to Cabinet  on how we are mapping the  

food shortages and the food su pply because i t  i s  not  only just  us  in  the 

province.  There is  Nat ional  Government ,  there  is  Provincial  Government  

and Local  Government  as  wel l  as  the NGOs and then also even  beyond the  
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NGO there are  so many churches and mosques and community 

organisat ions that  are feeding.   But  we also know that  that  runs with a r isk 

so this  is  a  f ine balance,  and we are t ryi ng to  map i t  along with our Cal l  

Centre ,  14 500 cal ls  on average at  our Cal l  Centre ,  as  we bui ld up,  in  the 

beginning i t  was crashing because we could not  manage al l  the cal ls .   We 

have got  about  a  100 extra volunteers  into the system and about  90  Cal l  

Centre  operators  and so I think we are  now get t ing a bet ter  handle on  i t  but 

we should get  a  fu l l  presentat ion tomorrow at  Cabinet  and I think that  

presentat ion wil l  be  given to  the Ad Hoc Commit tee in  the af ternoon.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you.   Thank you,  hon Premier .   That  concludes the 

Quest ions to  the Premier  without  Not ice.   The t ime has  just  ended.   I am 

sorry,  hon Premier  and hon member Bosman.    

 

Mr P  J  MARAIS:  Hon Speaker,  on a  point  of  order .  Peter  Marais ,  hon 

Speaker.  

 

The SPEAKER:  Hon member Marais ,  what  is  your point  of  order?   

 

Mr P J  MARAIS:  My point  of  order  that  this  thing has  been so  ar ranged 

that  only the DA wil l  speak and they are so long -winded and they ask  

sweetheart -quest ions which I think this  is  becoming a farce.   This  

technology,  by which we have asked quest ions,  becoming the biggest  farce  

I have ever  seen. . .  [ Interject ion.]   
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The SPEAKER:  Thank you.   Thank you,  hon member Marais .  That  is  not  a  

point  of  order ,  respectful ly,  i t  i s  a  fr ivolous point  of  order ,  hon member 

Marais .   We fol low the Rules  in  terms of  who must  speak and how and 

when they should speak.   

 

[Quest ion t ime expired.]  

 

The SPEAKER:  I now recognise –  in  fact  we are now moving to  Members’  

Statements  and there wil l  be two minutes  for  each member and I now 

recognise the Democrat ic  All iance.   

 

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS  

 

Ms L J  BOTHA:  Hon Speaker,  the  outbreak of  the coronavirus  has  

disrupted our l ives  s ince 11 March 2020 and wil l  cont inue to  t remendously 

change our l ives  on a dai ly basis .   Indeed we face unprecedented t imes in 

which we must  al l  adjust  and adapt  to  the rapidly al tered  ci rcumstances  we 

face.   This  pandemic has  forced  us  to  not  only look at  things different ly 

but  to  do things di fferent ly.   Our  l ives  wil l  never  again be business  as  

usual .   The s tatus  quo of  the past  is  no longer an opt ion.    

 

We have seen a  s ignif icant  escalat ion of  Government  services  including an  

improvement  of  publ ic service  announcements  that  reac h every corner  of  

this  province.   We have also turned our focus on the essent ials  such as  

clean water  and food that  has  far  too long gone under -appreciated.  
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Extraordinary t imes cal l  for  ex traordinary ef forts  and  I applaud the  

Western Cape Government  for  d oing i t s  utmost  to  meet  the needs  of  our  

res idents  at  this  t ime.   This  Province has  and wil l  go  above and  beyond i ts  

core funct ions to  s teady to course of  our people in  the midst  of  a  cr is is ,  

the l ikes  of  which we have not  experienced before.    

 

Thus,  wi th  this  disrupt ion also came opportuni ty,  opportuni ty to  embrace 

the uncertainty and learn new coping mecha nisms to develop our areas  for  

improvement  but  also our s t rengths  fo r  even bet ter  brighter  shared futures .   

In  this  spir i t  I  would l ike to  pay t r ibute to  our essent ial -service workers  

who have been at  the coalface of  this  pandemic who are forced to  see the  

worst  part  of  the pandemic and who yet  overcome fear  and uncertaint y 

dai ly.   These indiv iduals  emerge as  the real  heroes  and heroines  of  our  

current  t ime –  the cashier ,  the nurse,  our doctors ,  refuse workers ,  banking 

s taff ,  pol ice and securi ty services  an d al l  others  working to  keep us  safe,  

fed and s table.   We salute you .   In  this  spir i t  we have to  remain 

encouraged because  even though al l  vu lnerabi l i t ies  across  the globe have 

been exposed,  we wi l l  emerge s t ronger.   

 

I  thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon member  Botha.   I  now recognise  the ANC.  

African Nat ional  Congr ess ,  do you want  to  take up your opportuni ty for  a  

member s tatement?   
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Ms N D NKONDLO:  Thank you.   Thank you,  hon Speaker.   Good 

afternoon everybody.   

 

“Courage is  not  the  absence of  fe ar .   I t  i s  inspir ing others  to  move 

beyond i t .”  

 

This  is  a quote by Nel son Mandela.   We must  al l  appreciate  the 

outs tanding leadership our count ry’s  President  Cyri l  Ramaphosa has  

demonstrated with his  Cabinet  during this  t ime of  propor t ional  cr is is  of  

coronavirus .   

 

The words of  the WHO echo  the sent iments  as  they applaud Sou th  Africa’s  

approach in  bringing the disease under control  using what  they term 

“preparat ion,  primary prevent ion,  lockdown and survei l lance.”   

 

We must further  welcome the R500 bi l l ion rand economic and social  rel ief 

package announced by the President  on Tuesday.   Of that ,  R130  bi l l ion 

wil l  be coming from the repriori t isat ion of  the cur rent  Budget  and  also 

through the Select  Commit tee we heard that  the 2020 Divis ion of  R evenue 

Bil l  recognised that  large  reduct ions to  previously announced est imates  of  

budget  t ransfers  to  provinces  and municipal i t ies  had to  be made while 

protect ing funding for  social  services ,  provinces  and municipal i t ies .    

 

Our leadership gets  to  be tes ted during this  t ime.  In  service  to  our ci t izens 

as  per  the oath we al l  s igned and pledg ed,  we wish to  cal l  on more efforts  
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from our Provincial  and Local  Government  to  rec onsider  the current  

intervent ion regarding social  rel ief  towards a more responsiv e and fai r  

dis t r ibut ive manner to  dis t ressed households .    

 

We further  ask urgency in  ensuri ng ease  of  access  for  SMMEs;  spaza shops 

and informal  t raders  to  be assis ted by municipal i t ies  with speed.  We 

further  request  more at tent ion and humane way o f  deal ing with the 

homeless  and vulnerable sectors  of  our ci t izens in  the province.   We 

actual ly ca l l  for  the  Premier  and his  team to engage the  private sector  in  

protect ing the work ers  who placed their  l ives  and those of  their  famil ies  as  

human shields  to  enable our country to  operate during the lockdown.    

 

The numbers  we see in  our province are worrisome ,  hon Speaker,  and we 

cal l  on establ ishing our own Provincial  NEDLAC for a  soci al  accord  that  

must  bring our communit ies  closer ,  our  workers  and private sect or  to  the 

table in  a t ransparent  and equi table manner and  harness  innovat ion in  our 

response,  espec ial ly in  deal ing with the increasing local  t ransmissions.   

We shal l  be monitoring municipal i t ies . . .  [ Interject ions.]   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  thank you hon member Nkondlo .   

 

Ms N D NKONDLO: . . .ensure t ransparency and open themselves  up to  

[ Inaudible . ]  

 

The SPEAKER: Your t ime is  up,  thank you very much.   
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Ms N D NKONDLO:   Thank you.  [ Time expired.]   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon member  Nkondlo.  I now recognise the DA.  

Is  the Democrat ic  All iance taking the opportuni ty?   

 

Mr R I ALLEN: Hon Speaker,  yes .   Reagen Allen,  thank you hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Welcome,  hon member Allen.   

 

Mr R I ALLEN: Thank you.   On 14 Apri l  the Demo crat ic  All iance made a  

cal l  to  al low SARS to pay out  a  Covid –19 temporary employment  rel ief  

scheme benefi t .   I t  i s  no secret  that  the UIF has  a reputat ion for  being 

ineff icient  as  i t  faces  insurmountable human infr ast ructural  and IT-related  

chal lenges.   The DA long ago warned that  the UIF would be overwhelmed 

by the task of  adminis ter ing the Covid -19 benefi t .  Over las t  weekend,  

however,  this  real isat ion seems to have dawned on the Minis ter  of  Labour.  

 

Now, hon Speaker,  I  can paint  a  s imilar  scenario when I consider  pol icing 

in  our country.   The DA made the cal l  for  accredi ted Neighbourhood 

Watches and CPF’s  to  be declared as  an essent ial  service  as  our safety 

s takeholders  are  ab le to  play a  meaningful  role towards cu rbing crime.   

However,  wi th the weekend now approaching again i t  i s  high t ime for  our 

Nat ional  Minis ter  of  Pol ice to  also have his  own real isat ion as  

Neighbourhood Watches wil l  be able to  ass is t  in  keeping our schools  safe,  

our communit ies  safer  and even h elp queues at  shopping centres .    
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If  I  just  go back to  labour again,  in  2019,  las t  year ,  we heard that  UIF paid  

out  over 800  000 claims over a  per iod  of  12 months.   Of  these claims only 

24 000 were made onl ine and with off ices  current ly being c losed we kne w 

that  they were going to  be swamped ag ain.    

 

Back to pol icing again,  i f  we can reveal ,  that  the number of  pol icing 

reservis ts ,  for  example,  have  dropped by 86% since 2010.   This  means that  

the number of  pol ice reservis ts  have decl ined by a shocking to  a shocking 

8 909 from 63 000 nine years  ago.   I  fai l  to  understand  how Nat ional  

Government  has  overcome,  has  overseen such  a dramatic  decl ine  in  the  

number of  pol ice reservis ts .   

 

Hon Speaker,  I pa int  these two scenarios  to  echo and encourage the  

message of  proact ive pol i t ical  discussions.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you hon member Allen.  Your t ime is  up,  s i r .   

 

Mr R I ALLEN: Thank you so much.  [Time expired.]   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you very much.   Thank you,  hon member Allen.   

I  now recognise the EFF.   

 

Ms N MAKAMBA-BOTYA:  Thank you,  hon Speaker,  and  good afternoon 

to everyone.   The Economic Freedom Fighters  welcomes the decis ion of 

the Western Cape High Court  to  declare the evict ion of  people of  
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Empolweni  informal  set t lement  as  unlawful  and ordered that  the dwel l ing  

s t ructures  be returned and erected.    

 

This  fol lows the act ion by the Ci ty of  Cape Town’s  Law Enforcement  Uni t  

act ing under the order  of  the Ci ty of  Cape Town,  which,  wi thout  warning,  

forceful ly demolished the shacks occupied b y the people of  Empolweni  an d 

in  the process  destroyed their  furni ture  and t rampled on the food and their  

belongings.   Al l  this  happened under the a uspices  of  the DA-led Western 

Cape Government  that  was armed with a moratorium order  from Nat ional  

Government  that  there should be no ev ict ions whatsoever  in  the ent i re 

country during the period of  Covid -19 nat ional  lockdown.    

 

The DA-led Western Cape Government  has  shown t ime and again that  i t  

has  no regard for  the pl ight  of  the poor even in  t imes of  global  dis aster  

such as  the Covid-19 pandemic.    

 

Further ,  i t  has  shown that  i t  has  no regard and is  wi l l ing to  violate the  

rules  and regulat ions set  by the country to  adminis ter  and control  the 

spread of  the Covid -19.   It  therefore comes as  no surprise why the ent i re 

Western Cape Province is  in  such disarray with loot ings  and unlawful  

act ivi t ies  dominat ing the  headl ines  in  the province.   It  i s  because  there i s  

no leadership that  i s  accountable in  the  f i rs t  place,  which with those who 

are charged with  leadership dut i es  being the ones [ Inaudibl e. ]  

[ Interject ions.]   
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The MINISTER OF COMMUNITY SAFETY: Because you al low 

lawlessness  and tha t  is  the reason. . .  [ Interject ion.]   

 

Mr R D MACKENZIE:  That  is  not  t rue.    

 

Ms N MAKAMBA-BOTYA:  The Economic Freedom Fighters  hope  that  the 

Western Cape Provinci al  Government  has  learnt  something from these  

recent  events  and  wil l  now engage with the Nat io nal  and Local  

Government  spheres  in  t rying to  protect  and look after  al l  the people in  the 

province,  more especial ly the poor and the vulnerable as  required  per  

Sect ion 41 of  the South African Const i tut ion.   I thank you,  hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you hon member Makamba -Botya.  I  would l ike to  

re-emphasise on the  rul ing that  I  made earl ier .   I  have now real ised again  

that  once more there are members  who are m aking remarks and I hope that  

we do not  sustain that  because i t  i s  not  going to  be helpful  as  we proceed.    

May I recognise the Democrat ic  All iance?   

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (DA):  Thank yo u hon Speaker .   Hon Speaker 

in  the past  weeks we have experienced a n umber of  loot ings and at tacks on  

essent ial  service t rucks in  the Western Cape.   The s toning an d violence  

against  these vehicles  cannot  be tolerated.   Our law enforcement  agencies  

must  ensure s t rong act ion is  taken against  the perpetrators .    

 

Hon Speaker,  anyone responsible for  these act ions must  be brought  to  book 
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and prosecuted.   It  must  also be noted that  there has  been an inconsis tency 

from the Nat ional  Government ,  which i s  seemingly turning a bl ind eye  to  

CPFs operat ing in  Gauteng,  whi ls t  other  provinc es ,  including the  Western 

Cape,  are  prohibi ted from using Neighbourhood Watch teams.  Hon 

Speaker,  i f  we put  as ide al l  di fferences we wil l  al l  surely agree  that  

Neighbourhood Watch teams can play a  pivotal  role in  ass is t ing residents  

to  adhere to  the Covid -19 regulat ions.    

 

Neighbourhood Watch teams are the eyes and ears  in  our communit ies .   

They provide  a  further  level  of  protect ion for  al l  res idents ,  highl ight ing 

greater  vis ib i l i ty and l ikely to  resul t  in  curbing incidences of  violence and 

loot ing.    

 

Hon Speaker,  whi ls t  we are facing incredibly unprecedented  t imes and i t  is  

understandable that  re s idents  feel  desperate ,  we cannot  tolerate any sort  of  

cr iminal  behaviour.    

 

Hon Speaker,  I  would l ike to  urge communit ies  to  immediately report  

i l legal  behaviou r to  the pol ice and to  cont inue to  request  for  the inclusion 

of  Neighbourhood Watches as  we co nt inue to  work bet ter  together  to  win 

the f ight  again Covid -19.   I  thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you very much hon member Mitchel l .  I  now 

recognise GOOD, hon member Herron.  [No audible response.]   
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It  does  appear that  GOOD is  not  taking up the  opportuni t y.  I  wi l l  now 

proceed. . .  [ Interject ion.]   

 

Mr B N HERRON: Hon Speaker,  I  am here.    

 

The SPEAKER:  Hon member Herron.   

 

Mr B N HERRON: Can I s tar t  again?   

 

The SPEAKER: Hon member Herron,  your two minutes  s tar ts  now.  

 

Mr B N HERRON: Thank you.   Hon Speaker ,  the coronavirus  has  presented 

chal lenges that  we never  envisaged  and posed quest i ons to  which we do  

not  have al l  the answers ,  but  we do know that  unprecedented crises  require  

unprecedented responses .   Business  as  usual  is  consigned to  the t rash heap  

and an urgent  demand arises  for  l eadership that  is  pragmatic,  informed,  

agi le ,  fai r  and  compassionate.    

 

The most  cr i t ical  factor  for  our fundamental ly unequal  socie ty as  we enter  

this  lockdown was the abi l i ty to  feed the most  vulnerable people,  but  whi le 

famil ies  were s tarving at  home and a food cris is  was emerging we had a  

Government  more  concerned with access  to  cigaret tes .    

 

On 2 Apri l  I wrote  to  the Premier  and to  Ministers  Maynier ,  Meyer and 

Fri tz ,  aler t ing them to three food crises  –  access  to  f resh  food markets ,  
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informal  food t rading and food rel ief .   My let ters  were ignored.    

 

On 6 Apri l  I again  asked the Premier  to  address  the cr i t ical  scarci ty of  

food in poor communit ies .   This  let ter  was also ignored.   Farming was 

declared an essent ia l  service,  bu t  smal l-scale farmers  lost  access  to  fresh 

food markets  because these were shut  dow n,  al though they could have 

pract iced the same social  dis tancing and hygiene co ntrols  that  

supermarkets  do.    

 

The penetrat ion of  supermarkets  in  low -income famil ies  is  insu ff icient 

with many famil ies  buying fresh food f rom informal  t raders ,  but  informal  

t rading was  shut  down and when the regulat ions were  changed the  Western 

Cape dragged i ts  fee t  to  comply.    

 

Given the role of  informal  t rading in  providing l ivel ihoods and fo od 

I expected the Premier  and Minis ter  Maynier  to  jump in,  but  they did not .   

Food rel ief  is  now the subject  of  scrut iny across  the  country and this  

comes as  no surprise that  we are receiv ing reports  of  the manipulat ion of  

Government  food re l ief  wi th counc i l lors  using access  to  food for  pol i t ical  

purposes .  Yesterday during the Covid -19 Commit tee meet ing I shared a 

voice note from an elderly resident  in  Dist r ict  Six  being denied access  to  

food because they are not  DA. Elsewhere in  the country people are 

prejudiced because they are not  ANC. [ Interject ion.]   

 

The SPEAKER:  You need to  wrap up ,  hon member Herron.   
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Mr B N HERRON: I repeat  my appeal  to  the Premier  to  ensur e  that  

pol i t icians  are not  involved in  the access  to  Government  food rel ief  in  any 

way whatsoever.  [Time expired.]   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon member Herron,  your  t ime is  up.  Thank 

you very much,  hon member Herron.   I now recognise the ACDP, hon 

member Chris t ians .   

 

Mr F C CHRISTIANS: Thank you,  hon  Speaker,  thank you.   Hon Speaker,  

the ACDP in the Western Cape regrets  the fact  that  pol i t ical  part ies  l ike 

the DA and the ANC are using food parcels  to  wri te  up members  for  their  

respect ive part ies .   Our peop le are hungry and vulnerable.    

 

I t  i s  brought  under  our at tent ion that  ward counci l lors  are target ing the 

most  vulnerable passing them by because they do not  belong to their  

respect ive party.   

 

Now, hon Speaker,  this  is  contrary what  the Premier ,  his  Cabi net  and 

departments  are doing and want  to  achieve,  so from the ACDP’s s ide we 

want  the Premier  and the MEC for  Social  Development  to  invest igate these 

mat ters  and these al legat ions.    

 

We get  i t  on a dai ly basis .   Just  this morning somebody phoned again to  

say they were denied food parcels  because they do not  belong to the DA so  

we,  as  the ACDP, request  the Premier  and the Minis ter  to  look at  these 
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al legat ions and report  back t o  the House .   I thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  thank you,  hon member Chris t ians .   I now 

recognise the African Nat ional  Congress .   

 

Ms N G BAKUBAKU-VOS: Thank you,  hon  S peaker.   The ANC is  

ex tremely appal led by the inhuman condi t ions that  people are e xposed to 

in  the Bel lvi l le  and  Strandfontein shel ter s .   During vis i ts  to  the s i te s  we 

witnessed the gross  violat ion and disregard of  Covid -19 regulat ions by 

Government .   There is  no social  dis tancing and there are  poor hygienic  

pract ices  as  people do not  wa sh or  sani t ise their  hands before meals .    

 

The law enforcement  off icers  and med ical  s taf f  deployed do not  have 

adequate  PPE and are forced to  buy their  own sani t isers .   The  ANC’s cal ls  

for  the Strandfonte in shel ter  to  be closed down ,  where  supported by 

reports  commissioned by Doctors  Without  Borders  and the  South African 

Human Rights  Commission ,  which describe the s i te  as  more of  a  prison 

than a place of  safe ty ,  as  wel l  as  a  heal th  hazard and potent ial  hotspot for  

Covid-19 and Tuberculosis  infect ions.   Over and  abo ve this  there  are 

gender issues  that  need to  be addressed  which resul te d in  a reported rape 

case.   The ANC rei terates  i ts  cal ls  for  the Strandfontein s i te  to  be clo sed 

down immediately.    

 

The Provincial  Government  must  ensure that  poor people are t reated with  

digni ty and  due respect .   Homeless  people in  Hessequa and Stel lenb osch 
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do not  have accommodat ion.   In  Drakenstein Municipal i ty there is  a  

serious shortage of  mat t resses  in  the Town Hal l  and Thusong Centre.   The 

ANC also welcomes the addi t ional  food re l ief  and increased grants  as  

announced by the President  on Tuesday.   

 

I  thank you,  hon Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  hon member Bakubaku -Vos.  I  now recognise  

the Democrat ic  All iance.  Wil l  the DA take up their  opportuni ty?  [No 

audible reply.]  

 

Alr ight ,  so there is  no-one from the DA?  

 

The CHIEF WHIP (DA):  Hon member Maseko?   

 

The SPEAKER:  Is  hon member Maseko on the l ine?   [No audible reply.]  

Thank you,  I  now recognise FF Plus ,  hon Marais .   

 

Mr P J  MARAIS:  Hon Speaker,  the lack of  urgency and  s low pace by 

SASSA and the Western Cape Government  in  react ing to  the demands fo r  

food by the  poor  is  becoming a  powder  keg just  wai t ing to  be l i t .   This  has  

placed our society on a very dangerous path from an ini t ial  revol t  to  the 

poss ibi l i ty of  our own Arab  Spring,  as  predicted by Moelets i  Mbeki ,  

brother  of  the former President  Thab o Mbeki .   The Freedom Front  Plus 

therefore  demands that  an urgent  bipart isan procedure  is  to  be formulated  
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by leaders  of  al l  the pol i t ical  part ies  in  the We stern Cape to  address  this  

s i tuat ion.    

 

Hon Speaker,  over  many centuries  churches and mosques  have played a 

major  role in  the socio -economic,  per  Livemint  Lounge,  of  both Coloured –  

especial ly Coloured  and black communit ies .   They are credible inst i tut ions 

far  more than is  the case with most  NGOs and  have kept  family records for  

ages ,  decades,  f rom bir t h  to  death of  famil ies .  They should  be cal led on to  

ident i fy famil ies  and individuals  who are in  dire  need for  food securi ty,  

caused by the coronavirus  and unemployment .   We might  have a  revolut ion 

on our hands  i f  we handled this  thing poorly.   I  am soundi ng a  warning,  a  

very serious warning.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you,  thank you hon member  Marais .   I  now 

recognise,  in  the absence of  Al  Jama -ah,  I recognise the DA. Wil l  the DA 

take up their  opportuni ty?  [No audible reply.]  

 

With the absence of  the DA member t o  take up the opportuni ty,  in  terms of  

Rule 146(1) of  the Rules ,  I now recognise one member of  the Execut iv e to 

respond i f  they so wish to  take up the opportuni ty.    

 

The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS: Thank you,  hon 

Speaker.   

 

The SPEAKER:  You are welcome,  hon Minis ter  Madikizela.   
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The MINISTER OF TRANSPORT AND PUBLIC WORKS: Hon Speaker,  we 

are facing a very serious global  pandemic and a nat ional  disaster  and I  

welcome the role that  the Opposi t ion is  playing in  the Western Cape to 

work with the Western Cape Government  and the Nat ional  Government  to  

deal  with this  cr is is ,  but  I  do  want  to  urge  al l  the  members  of  this  House to  

do that  wi thin the spir i t  of  ensuring that  we assess  the people instead of  

playing pol i t ics .    

 

I  want  to  respond,  hon Speake r,  to  some of  the issues  that  have been raised 

here so that  when we talk about  the spir i t  of  intergovernme ntal  relat ions 

and working together  as  members  of  the House we must  do that  wi th 

s inceri ty and honesty.   On the issue of  Empolweni  I think i t  must  be said 

that  the Ci ty of  Cape Town honoured the Court  rul ing that  was made which  

clearly s tated  that  people m ust  not  invade land and that  was further  s tated 

in  the regulat ions that  came out  that  we must  make sure  that  land invasion 

is  something that  is  not  al lowed but  unfortunately what  we saw in 

Empolweni ,  wi th the assis tance of  one  of  the members  of  this  House,  is  

qui te  s imple.    

 

Where people who were evicted ,  and this  was said by them, people who 

were  evicted  by their  landlords  ended up invading the land  i n  Empolweni ,  

which is  against  the regulat ions,  which is  of  course against  the Court  

rul ing and when the  Ci t y executed that  Court  rul ing,  unfortunately instead 

of  working together ,  as  some of  the members  of  the Opposi t ion here have 

said,  wi th them playing p ol i t ics ,  and what  is  very dis turbing about  that  
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Court  rul ing is  that  i t  i s  not  appl ied the same in other  pr ovinces .    

 

We saw the same thing happening in  KwaZulu -Natal .   We saw the same 

thing happening in  Gauteng but  the Court  rul ings there were completely  

different  than the Court  rul ing that  we saw here and  as  I am talking to  you 

now, hon Speaker,  there is  pan demonium in that  part icular  community 

because instead of  respect ing the Court  rul ing to  erect  49 shacks,  there are 

many people now who are erect ing s hacks there and they are ass is ted by 

one of  the members  of  this  House,  and  we must  be honest  when we deal  

with this  thing.   And the las t  two things I want  to  say,  hon  Speaker,  i s  that  

there are serious al legat ions that  have been made here by both hon membe r 

Herron and hon member Chris t ians  and I think people must  not  throw  these 

accusat ions loosely to  score ch eap pol i t ical  points .    

 

I  would be fol lowing up on these mat ters  because i t  i s  important  for  us  to 

know exact ly who are these publ ic representat ives  who are  using pol i t ics 

in  order  to  give  food to people  and  we must  make sure that  members  do not  

mislead the House.    

 

I  wi l l  be engaging these members  so that  they can give us  the names of 

these people and i f  those members  are  not  coming forward we wil l  t hen 

have to  lay charges  against  people for  misleading the House,  but  las t ly,  

hon Speaker,  I do  want  to  say that  I thank al l  the members  of  the 

Execut ive,  the members  of  this  Legis lature who have been working 

t i reless ly in  our communit ies  to  make sure that  we assis t  the vulnerable  
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communit ies  especial ly during this  t ime .  I think the only way for  us  to  be  

able to  deal  with this  thing is  to  encourage people  to  respect  the  

regulat ions that  have been issued by the Nat ional  Government  because we 

as  the Execut ive in  the Western Cape are also doing the same,  working 

with the Nat ional  Government .   I  thank you.   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you hon Minis ter  Madikizela.   Hon members ,  just  to  

correct ,  that  we in terms of  the Rules  that  we assented to  as  Parl iament ,  we 

adopted the Rules  as  we did towards the end of  the previous term so in  the  

new term we conceded to the same Rules .   It  i s  Rule  145 and Subsect ion 

(6)  where the Execut ive gets  f ive minutes  so that  they are able to  respond, 

i f  they so wish,  to  the s tatements  by member s  or  provide clar i ty,  whichever 

way they so wish to  do.   That  is  how the Rules  –  the new Rules  operate.    

 

Now we have reached the end of  our  meet ing and of  course that  then 

concludes the House.   I  just  want  to  say to  the  members  i t  has  been  a  

pleasant  meet ing and also for  al l  of  us ,  we are learning how the new 

normal  wil l  be and  this  is  how i t  has  affected  us  and I have seen how 

progressive this  pla t form has been  in  terms of  al lowing members  to  do 

oversight  over  the Execut ive and hold the Execut ive to  

account . . .  [ Interject ion.]  

 

An HON MEMBER: On a point  of  order .  

 

The SPEAKER:  . . .and thank you very much fo r . . .  [ Interject ion.]   
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An HON MEMBER: On a point  of  order ,  a  point  of  order .   

 

The SPEAKER:  The Speaker is  s t i l l  on the f loor,  and having done what  we 

have done is  to  real ly represent  the people that  have elected us  into off ice  

and we dare not  fa i l  them.  Thank you very much,  hon members ,  I hear  

there is  an hon member who would l ike to  say something?  [No audible 

reply.]  

 

None?   Thank you very much,  hon memb ers .   Now the House is  adjourned,  

and that  concludes the business  of  the day and the Secretary wil l  no w 

switch off  the meet ing.   Thank you very much.   Have a b lessed evening.   

Thank you very much,  hon members .   

 

An HON MEMBER: On a point  of  order ,  a  point  of  order .   

 

The SPEAKER:  Thank you very much,  hon members ,  I hear  there is  an hon 

member who would l ike to say something?  Your l ine is  terr ible,  hon 

member.   

 

The LEADER OF THE OFFICIAL OPPOSITION: Can I jus t  say on a point  

of  order ,  Speaker,  as  you were  concluding we were  informed that  hon  

member Maseko was  connected  and she was supposed to  do a s tatement  and  

maybe you did not  see or  you were not  informed b ut  she did then come 

back onl ine because she had been off l ine so while you were concluding ,  

my point  of  order  was that  hon  member  Maseko rejoined  and I understand  
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that  she was supposed to  do a s tatement  and as  the ANC we would real ly 

support  the DA being g iven this  oppor tuni ty because i t  would be a real  

pi ty i f  she is  not  al lowed. . .  [ Interject ion .]   

 

The DEPUTY CHIEF WHIP (DA):  The House has  adjourned.   

 

The SPEAKER:  The House has  adjourned.   Thank you very much,  hon,  the 

Leader of  the Opposi t ion.   I  do sym pathise with her  as  wel l ,  but  in  terms 

of  the Rules  we have adjourned the s i t t ing and that  conclu des the debate  

and the House is  adjourned.  Thank you very much.  Have a blessed evening.   

 

The House adjourned at  15:30 .  


