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THE THREE ARMS OF GOVERNMENT

Separation of Powers
(The Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996)

The separation of powers in the Constitution means the
government’s functions and powers are split into three distinct branches.
These branches are independent of each other and each has its own functions.

The Legislature The Executive or Cabinet The Judiciary
e Parliament: Consists of: Includes the:
1. National Assembly e President, Deputy President e Constitutional Court, Supreme
2. National Council of Provinces and cabinet Ministers at Court of Appeal, High Courts
e Provincial legislatures national level and Magistrates Courts
e Pass laws e Premier and Members of the
e QOversees /monitors the Executive Council at provincial Considers:
Executive level e Constitutional matters
e Represents the People e Makes policies e (Cases where laws are breached
e Elects the President, or e Proposes laws e Appeals against sentences
the Premier in the case of e Implements laws
provinces e |sresponsible for the planning
and provision of primary
services

Posbus 648, Kaapstad PO Box 648, Cape Town PO Box 648, Ekapa WWW.WCppP.gov.za
8000, Suid Afrika 8000, South Africa 8000, Mzantsi Afrika +27 21 487 1600



