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The following persons were in attendance:
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1. Welcome and attendance

The Chairperson welcomed the Committee Members, the Minister of Economic Opportunities,
officials from the Department of Agriculture, officials representing the Auditor-General of South
Africa (AGSA), and invited Members of the Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

2. Briefing by the Minister and the Auditor-General of South Africa on the reasons the
Department of Agriculture’s 2016/17 Annual Report has not been tabled, the current status of
the disagreement, and the process going forward

The Minister and the Chief Financial Officer for the Department, Mr F Huysamer, gave the Committee
a brief overview of the timeline of communication between the Department and the AGSA regarding
the dispute between the Department and the AGSA, which has resulted in the Department’s 2016/17
Annual Report not being tabled.

The dispute between the Department and AGSA is derived from the AGSA’s opinion that the
Department has incorrectly classified goods and services as transfers and subsidies.

The Committee deliberated on the presentation by the Department and response of AGSA.

The Minister, the Department and the AGSA responded to questions and comments made by the
Committee.

3. Resolutions/Actions

The Committee RESOLVED to:

3.1 Write a letter to the National Treasury to urge the national department to provide the Department
of Agriculture and the AGSA with a response to the issue as soon as possible; and

3.2 Invite the AGSA, the Minister of Economic Opportunities and the Department of Agriculture to
report back on the progress made in terms of resolving the issue.

The meeting adjourned at 13h40.
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